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The Jesuit Mission among the Huron

How were they successful?

When the European colonization of North America began, Christian
missionaries were among the first groups to travel to the New World
with the intention of converting the indigenous populations.
Christianity is often viewed as an aggressive affront to indigenous
customs and religions during the colonization period. However, the
Jesuit mission among the Huron became one of the most successful
missions of the time, and their success was due, in large part, to their
method of presenting the Gospel within the framework of Huron
customs. Based on an analysis of primary and secondary sources, |
suggest that there are reasons on both the Jesuit and the Huron sides
that explain this apparent spiritual success. The Jesuits” skill in
communicating with the Huron, their willingness to live among them
and learn their customs, as well as their compassion for them all
contributed to the success of the Jesuit mission. The Hurons, for their
part, were particularly open to the teachings the Jesuits imparted. This
relationship suggests that, although Christianity was certainly a large
part of colonization, not all Christian missionary groups condemned
local cultures and customs, but sometimes presented Christianity
within the local cultural framework.
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