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Long Road to Freedom 
 
An investigation into the sexual and gender 
discrimination of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (SOGI) minority asylum 
seekers in seeking refugee status in Canada 
 
 
This study investigates the sexual and gender discrimination 
experienced by sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI) asylum 
seekers in claiming refugee status in Canada. The author conducts a 
literature review of critiques of the refugee determination process in 
Canada, and reviews reports from service providers helping SOGI 
asylum seekers in Toronto. Historically, Canada has demonstrated an 
understanding that is ahead of the curve for LGBTQI refugees; 
however, much has changed under the current Conservative 
Government, led by Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Changes to the 
refugee determination system through the passing of Bill C-31 (2012) 
have made the situation for SOGI refugees particularly precarious. 
The designation of so-called “safe” countries of origin, as outlined in 
Bill C-31, shortens the time allotted to submit an application for 
asylum, making it more difficult to gather and prepare the 
documentation required for a successful case. The author pays 
particular attention to South Africa, as it is considered to be Africa’s 
gay haven. As a gender-queer person of colour pursuing hir Bachelor 
of Social Work at York University, the author describes the unique 
needs of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, queer, and intersexed (LGBTQI) 
refugee claimants. This study demonstrates the need for efficient and 
effective social services to meet the needs of SOGI claimants, needs 
that will surely increase due to changes to Canada’s Immigration and 
Refugee Act incurred with the passing of Bill C-31.  
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