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A Need For Holistic Initiatives In Sea Turtle Conservation
Faculty of Environmental Studies, ENVS 3310 Tropical Conservation, York University
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Abstra | Results
Sea turtles are an integral part of marine ecosystems. Bhass &

Using Tortuguero, Costa Rica as a reference point,
poaching is analyzed from a cultural perspective, and
focus Is placed on education and ecotourism initiatives. &
While these initiatives are important, they present
fragmented approaches that do not necessarily

account for social complexities. Thus, there is a need P s |
for holistic approaches which consider such complexity e & - . @ Poaching presents a complex issue
while simultaneously building economic stability R s = X that involves factors such as
without jeapardizing local livelihoods and vulnerable ® Sea turtle poaching rooted in Costa government, culture, economy,
ecosystems. ~ Rican history and culture and international demands

Why Sea Turtles/Why Costa Rica?

| W High biodiversity rates of sea turtles in Costa Rica
W Each species contibutes a specific feature to the
maintenance of a healthy marine ecosystem.
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Long history and culture
of turtle poaching in Costa Rica

Present Poaching Issue ® Education and ecotourism initiatives,
although extremely beneficial and
necessary, present fragmentation

Conclusion

Education and Ecotourism Initiatives

Hawksbill Loggerhead ¥
Research @ ©® Benefits and downfalls of education

| W Why are sea turtles integral to ecosystems? 4 INTSVES
W What role does turtle poaching play in social and @ |
§ cultural contexts in Costa Rica?
W How effective are education and ecotourism
~initiatives in sea turtle conservation? @ Conflict amongst parties
¥ What can be done to increase effectiveness of "
conservation efforts? -
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@ Benefits and downfalls of ecotourism
Initiatives




