Judging the Behavior of a Boy Who Suffers from FA
With&Without Knowledge of the Syndrome
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INTRODUCTION
Background:
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome is caused by prenatal alcohol
exposure, otherwise defined as when a woman drinks
alcohol during pregnancy. Alcohol levels in the mother’s
blood stream inhibit the growing child’s central nervous
system and brain development. The effects of FAS are
permanent through life and are commonly misunderstood.
Question:
Does being educated about FAS change our judgment of
a misbehaving child who has the condition?
Hypothesis:
People who know the detailed description and the
nsequences of the syndrome would evaluate any
ment given to the child as inappropriate because
pw empathy towards the child and understand the
uch disturbing behavior.
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ABSTRACT

This study aims at evaluating whether having knowledge of FAS and its
consequences cause people to judge the disruptive behavior of a diagnosed child diffe
It is predicted that being informed about the syndrome will increase empathy towa
diagnosed child. A scenario in which a FAS-diagnosed child gets punished fo
at school was presented to 199 participants —half of them were informed a
the other half were not . All participants rated the appropriateness of the
independent sample one-tailed t-test shows that results are insignifig
These results were not as predicted. In the discussion section,
strengths and weaknesses of this study and proposed ideas
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