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York University acknowledges its presence on the traditional territory of 
many Indigenous Nations. The area known as Tkaronto has been care 
taken by the Anishinabek Nation, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the 
Wendat, and the Métis. It is now home to many Indigenous peoples. We 
acknowledge the current treaty holders and the Mississaugas of the New 
Credit First Nation. This territory is subject of the Dish With One Spoon 
Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement to peaceably share and care for 
the Great Lakes region.

Current approaches to risk assessment are inappropriate for use with Aboriginal offenders

Aboriginal offenders are 
disproportionately overrepresented 
in the criminal justice system. To 
remedy this marginalization, 
Canadian correctional policies 
require Aboriginal social history be 
taken into account. However, due 
to insufficient training, lack of 
research and inconsistent findings 
regarding the validity of 
assessment measures;
Aboriginal offenders are frequently 
classified as higher risk than non 
Aboriginal offenders.

This paper utilized a combination 
of meta-analyses, literature 
reviews and government reports. 
providing  comprehensive 
snapshot of the research topic

§ Assessment tools indicated 
higher risk for Aboriginal 
offenders

§ Insufficient training for staff 
administering assessments

§ Consideration of Aboriginal 
social history was either 
incomplete or ignored

§ Risk rating impacted 
accessibility to programing and 
parole

§ Lack of research on culturally 
specific risk factors and 
assessment instruments
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To remedy historical injustices faced 
by Aboriginal peoples, the criminal 
justice system has tried to 
implement a restorative justice 
approach. However, insufficient 
training has resulted in the 
inappropriate application of risk 
assessment tools with Aboriginal 
offenders. Risk assessments can 
result in inaccurate classification, 
restricting access to restorative 
justice interventions. These findings 
warrant further exploration; 
particularly in the Aboriginal context 
due to limited research on culturally 
specific risk factors. 
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