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THESIS 
STATEMENT: 
Racial and cultural 
disparities interfere 
with criminal 
offending that leads to 
the 
overrepresentation of 
racialized youth within 
the Canadian juvenile 
justice system.  

ABSTRACT:  
Racialized youth are highly 
overpopulated within the 
juvenile justice system. The face 
of representation within the 
youth justice system is changing. 
Institutional and Systemic forms 
of discrimination leads to the 
criminalization of minority 
youth. From this 
experimentation, socio-economic 
status and cultural identity 
continues the practice of racial 
antagonism, halting the social 
mobility of minority youth.  

METHODOLOGY:: 
This study used a retrospective 
semi-structure design, examining 
how racialized youth are 
disproportionately involved within 
the juvenile justice system. I 
gathered information on young 
adults who were between the ages 
of nineteen and twenty-six years 
old. All of the young adults who 
were involved within this study were 
African Canadian and from the 
General Toronto Area. This study 
was designed to highlight the 
persistence of biases within the 
justice system, due to decision 

makers. I wanted to determine how 

race and social class correlated, as 
variables.  

DISCUSSION: 
The Canadian Justice System and media 
categorizes these issues at face value 
instead of going beyond the surface.  
Institutions and the Canadian Criminal 
Justice System practice anti-black racism 
on a constant basis believing that the 
use of racial stereotyping is reasonable. 
The police force has caused mistrust to 
occur within society as many officers 
mistake authority for power. Although 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedom has been constructed, 
promoting anti-discrimination and 
equality, racism is still prevalent due to 
power and privilege.  

RESULTS: 
The results from my research study, shows that 
racialized juveniles continue to experience more 
disparities related to the social determinants of 
health. Although there has been a significant 
effort to eliminate the various disparities, this 
causes racialized juveniles to be 
disproportionately represented in the justice 
system. This leads to agents of social control, 
such as decision makers In the justice system to 
create a negative narrative of injustice. The 
environment is extremely toxic, as delinquent 
peers, educational factors, and family patterns 
for families who were a product of jim crow. This 
has continued the strain of racial inequality.
 
 

Graph: 
 
	

85%percent of participants 
believed that the juvenile 

justice system is 
discriminatory

Yes	

No	

Figure 1.  Overall percentage that 
believes the juvenile justice system 
is discriminatory. 


