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We cannot speak of 'Blackness' without tracing the emergence of words like race, racial
and ethnic which became linked to notions of superiority (William, 1985). Hippocratic
thought in which Blackness was linked to phlegm, was reproduced in racial
classification systems developed by Carl Linné such as his 'Homo Africanus' defined as
black, phlegmatic, lazy, and freaky (Hrabovský, 2013). The Judeo-Christian story of
Noah and Ham was used as well to denote Black as a cursed, bad color; and the negroid
was as well relegated to being incapable of spirituality by  Arthur Gobineau
(Hrabovský, 2013). Blackness simply has not fared well in Western thought traditions. 

BLACKNESS: AN ETYMOLOGY

There is a need for Black people in the diaspora to reinvent and reconnect to their Africanness in
resistance to colonialism which seeks to disconnect them (Dei, 2017). This does not mean
essentializing Africa, but being in dialogue with it. Built into this is also a call to reject the
ways in which Blackness is made invisible in Canada, working instead to locate it within the frame
and not outside of it. Multiculturalism works to center a Eurocentric terrain upon which Blackness
is mapped as foreign (McKittrick, 2014), marking as out of place the bodies brought here by
colonial and imperial forces.

STOLEN PEOPLE

The framing of Canada as a safe haven for Black populations relied on the 'terra
nullius' myth, even in Black thought. This land was not merely waiting empty and
unoccupied. The Atlantic slave trade is nonetheless linked to the genocidal plunder of
the Americas as dual systems of oppression (Amadahy & Lawrence, 2009). Both peoples
subject to erasure. While Black bodies are not settlers in much the same way as
colonizers, given the circumstances of their arrival, they must negotiate a mutually
supportive relationship to avoid becoming complicit in settler colonialism.

STOLEN LAND

The concept of migrant indigeneity helps to imagine how stolen people on stolen land can situate
themselves in a mutually supportive relationship. If Black Canadians are going to renegotiate
their own Africanness then they need more fluid conceptions of indigeneity grounded in struggle,
resistance, and decolonization that they can lay claim to (Adefarakan, 2011). Migrant indigenity
is such a conception, as it posits a form of indigeneity that can be claimed by Black Canadians
who have had to leave their own ancestral territory due to legacies of colonialism and slavery. In
utilizing such a framework, it becomes possible for Black Canadian thought to move outside of the
colonial frame and adopt emancipatory logic that operates outside of Eurocentric thought.

MIGRANT INDIGENEITY

Abstract

Knowledge is power, by this we mean not
just knowing, but the systems that

undergird what we define as knowledge. The
concept of Blackness in Western thought is
one that has been tied to subjectivity.

There is thus a need to reimagine new modes
of thought if we are to break this

subjectivity. Migrant indigeneity offers a
starting point by reimagining how stolen
people (Black bodies) can renegotiate new

identities on stolen land (Canada).
 

Given the conceptual nature of my research question, I turned to secondary sources and texts to find
answers. In finding the texts I referenced, I used sites like the YorkU Libraries search engine,
Google Scholar and JSTOR. I employed searches like ("Black" AND "Indigeneity"); ("Blackness" AND
"Etymology" OR "Epistemology"); ("Black-Canadian" OR "African-Canadian" NOT "Black-American" or
"African-American"); ("African-Indigenous" AND "Epistemology"). If I found a helpful text, then I
also looked at its bibliography to find more. 
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