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How can the military language in hymns be interpreted?

Critical Discourse Analysis: 
Social context and power
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Using principles of critical discourse 
analysis reveals that the language of 
military imagery in hymn lyrics can 
be read as a metaphor in three 
distinct ways in addition to a literal 
reading.  First, the struggle to resist 
sin, evil and the devil; second, the 
defence of Christianity and the 
mission to bring heathens to the one 
true religion; and third, the 
justification of colonialism 
and the supremacy of the 
British Empire. Language constructs worldview

Emotional attachment to hymns
Inculcate next generation
Some revision of hymn texts needed
What changes are happening?


